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Our Vision 

We are nature. Humanity flourishes in harmony with nature for generations to come. 

Our Mission 

To establish legal personality and rights for ecosystems and species in law and policy 

- and transform our inner and outer relationship with nature.  
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We are nature – the Earth´s extended body 

In October 2015 we embarked upon a journey to advocate for rights of nature – legal 

personality and rights for ecosystems and species – in the European Union. We established 

Rights of Nature Europe (now Nature’s Rights1),  a volunteer run non-profit organisation, in 

order to help transition the legal position of nature from an object of law to a subject of law. 

We believe that mankind is part of nature, the foundation of human and every other life on 

Earth. Thus, the modern legal system should represent nature in a way that promotes 

respect towards other beings and allows humanity to flourish in harmony with nature for 

generations to come. 

We are 

Founder      Volunteers 

Mumta Ito - Lawyer and Zoologist   180 volunteers from 14 countries in Europe 

Trustees 

Mumta Ito - Lawyer and Zoologist 

Caroline Hunt Matthes - Law Professor 

Doris Ragettli - Campaigner and Founder of Rights of Mother Earth 

Diana Cocoru - EU Policy Advisor  

                                                
1 We changed our name from Rights of Nature Europe to Nature’s Rights on 1 Feb 2017 
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MESSAGE FROM  

THE FOUNDER AND PRESIDENT 

A letter from Mumta 

 

Dear Friends, 

This has been an important first 18 months for Nature’s Rights - we’ve set the 

foundations for our work to move forward and made significant progress towards 

achieving our mission. Pioneering an innovative and emerging approach is no small 

feat. Especially for an organisation with no paid staff, run exclusively by volunteers 

with both time and financial limitations. However, I am proud to say that we have 

defied logic and made a very impressive start! 

Thanks to the tireless contributions of the people who have offered in-kind 

professional services and volunteer time to the tune of £559,950, in this first period 

of our existence alone we have managed to advocate for rights of nature at 35 

conferences internationally including a TEDx talk which has over 10,000 views; train 

180 volunteers and interns across 14 countries; form 30 organisational partnerships; 

organise and facilitate 10 systemic constellation workshops, 2 educational 

workshops and 18 monthly webinars; advise on 3 legislative proposals and 6 policy 

proposals; write chapters for 2 books and publish 5 articles; be featured in 2 
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documentary films; innovate and start proposing a Draft EU Directive, Draft UK Bill 

and Draft UK By-law for the rights of nature; organise a rights of nature marathon 

and a pan-European bike ride; create a 2016-2020 strategy and sub-strategies for 

fundraising, communications and for our European Citizens Initiative project as well 

as develop on-line volunteer communication and information sharing systems. With 

the organisation’s total expenditure for the period at just £1.731, this represents 

astonishing value for money!  

This is testimony to just how passionate people are about rights of nature and the 

difference that this approach can bring in the world. But don’t take my word for it - 

have a read of the testimonials of some of our volunteers, interns and supporters 

contained in this report, watch my TEDx talk and let me know how you feel. By the end 

of this report, I guarantee that you will be an avid supporter of Nature’s Rights too :) 

 

With kind regards, 

 

MUMTA ITO 

Founder and President  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1nZ9u2ZoIJo&vl=en
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OUR IMPACT 

 

We… 

Trained 180 volunteers and interns across 14 countries. 

Delivered speeches at 30 conferences internationally including a  

TEDx talk which has over 10,000 views.  

Formed 30 organisational partnerships. 

Organised and facilitated 10 systemic constellation workshops,  

2 educational workshops and 18 monthly webinars. 

Advised on 3 legislative proposals and 6 policy proposals. 

Wrote chapters for 2 books, published 5 articles and were  

featured in 2 documentary films. 

Created a 5 year strategy and sub-strategies for fundraising, 

communications and our European Citizens Initiative project 

 

Innovated a Draft EU Directive, Draft UK Bill and  

Draft UK By-law for the rights of nature. 

 

Organised a rights of nature marathon and  

a pan-European bike ride. 

 

Developed on-line volunteer communication and  

information sharing systems  
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OUR WORK 

We have identified the following key areas as drivers to bring about the systemic 

transformation that is needed in order for rights of nature to take root: 

- transforming law and policy, 

- transforming our relationship with nature, 

- raising awareness.  

Transforming law and policy 

This is the cornerstone of our work. We accomplish this by innovating new structures 

of law in order to make legislative proposals via citizens’ initiatives at transnational, 

national and local level. We also work with organisations and institutions to advise 

on including rights of nature in their policy thereby growing the movement and 

increasing our leverage. 
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Transforming our relationship with nature 

 

 

For changes in society to endure there has to be a corresponding shift in consciousness. 

We work to bring about this shift by offering innovative experiential workshops that help 

people profoundly reconnect with nature on an inner and outer level. 

  



Nature’s Rights  First Annual Report 9 Apr 2015 - 30 Sept 2016 10 

Raising awareness 

Awarding legal personality and recognising the inherent rights of ecosystems and 

species in law is a novel idea and that has not yet reached the mainstream.  Raising 

awareness, promoting and increasing the visibility of the movement, is therefore key. 

Accordingly, this has been one of our main activities in the first 18 months. We have 

done this through speaking at conferences, organising events, providing educational 

webinars, forming partnerships with other organisations and writing for journals and 

other publications.  
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Transforming Law & Policy 

1. We’re putting Rights of Nature on the EU’s legislative agenda 

The idea to start organising a European Citizens Initiative to put the rights 

of nature on the legislative agenda of the EU was agreed in 2014, at an 

inaugural team meeting held in Findhorn, Scotland. With the invaluable help 

of our dedicated professional volunteers, we produced a comprehensive Draft 

EU Directive on the Rights of Nature, which forms the basis of our proposal for 

legislative change in the European Union. 

Our Draft EU Directive has received wide and expert consultation and inter-alia 

by legal experts from the IUCN, the UN Harmony with Nature Experts Knowledge 

Network, the Legal Department of the UK 

Environment Agency, the Global Alliance for the 

Rights of Nature, the Gaia Foundation, members 

of the UK Environmental Law Association, the 

Irish Environmental Network and other legal 

experts and academics around Europe. 

Next steps are to form partnerships with 

stakeholders from within the EU institutions 

and around the world to set in motion a co-

creative process to successfully implement 

rights of nature at EU level.  

2. We’re creating and proposing new 

local and national level laws 

In the UK, we are providing on-going pro-active support and advice to the 

Town Council of Frome in their application for a bye-law to recognise the 

rights of nature at a local level and provide legal defendable rights for the 

River Frome.  In addition to the Draft EU Directive and Draft River Frome 

Sustainable Future Bye-law which we created, we have produced a first draft 

“This is very serious work. I 

recognize myself entirely in 

the philosophy behind your 

initiative and in the 

evaluation you make about 

the need for a different kind 

of action.” 

Mario Paulo Tenreiro  

(Head of General 

Institutional Affairs of the 

European Commission 

Secretariat) 

http://www.natures-rights.org/ECI-DraftDirective-Draft.pdf
http://www.natures-rights.org/ECI-DraftDirective-Draft.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mbaqH2bTagz-3eUUKXMKM-xiy6bzDm7TmqG_r1oDAPM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mbaqH2bTagz-3eUUKXMKM-xiy6bzDm7TmqG_r1oDAPM/edit?usp=sharing
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of a legislative proposal for the UK. We also 

advised on and inspired the launch of a national 

initiative to propose rights of nature legislation 

in Portugal and advised on the inclusion of 

rights of nature in the new Mexico City 

Constitution at a drafting session at the First 

World Forum on Rights of Nature in Mexico. 

3. We’re working at UN level towards a 

Universal Declaration for the Rights 

of Nature 

We were invited by the UN General Assembly to participate in their 2016 

virtual dialogue on Harmony with Nature, in which we advised on the 

adoption of policies aligned with the philosophy of rights of nature (Earth 

Jurisprudence) as a means to achieve the sustainable development goals 

outlined by the UN. Mumta Ito, Founder of Nature’s Rights, contributed to the 

resulting Expert Summary (UNGA Res. A/71/266) and acted as Continental 

Level Co-ordinator for Europe. This resulted in the UN formally approving the 

concept of Earth Jurisprudence, adopting it in their resolutions and forms a 

milestone on the way towards a Universal Declaration for the Rights of Nature.  

4. We’re getting rights of nature into the policies of other 

organisations 

We successfully got rights of nature into the policies of the Green Party UK 

and the Scottish Green Party as well as in the policies of NGOs such as the 

Global Ecovillage Network (GEN) and were part of a team of organisations 

proposing and supporting the successful motions for the adoption of the 

International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) resolutions on 

rights of nature at their 2016 World Conservation Congress in Hawaii and the 

inclusion of rights of nature in the IUCN Programme 2017-2020. IUCN is the 

world’s largest and most diverse environmental network. It harnesses the 

experience, resources and reach of its 1,300 governments and civil society 

member organisations and the input of some 16,000 experts. IUCN is the 

“We would like Frome to be a 

pioneer council by being the 

first in the UK to make an 

application for approval of a 

law which grants rights to a 

natural entity – our precious 

River Frome.” 

Peter MacFaddyen, 

Mayor of Frome 
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global authority on the status of the natural world and the measures needed 

to safeguard it. The inclusion of rights of nature in their policies is therefore 

an important milestone in our movement. Their resolutions call for 

consideration of the Rights of Nature as a 

"fundamental and absolute key element" in all 

areas of IUCN intervention and decision 

making, and invites development of a Universal 

Declaration of the Rights of Nature.  

 

 

  

“an idea whose time has come” 

Molly Scott Cato  

Green Party, MEP 
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Awareness-Raising 

Raising awareness for nature’s rights and it underlying holistic philosophy is a key 

prerequisite to achieving our mission. We believe that rights of nature will be the next 

big rights movement and that we are just at the beginning of the curve. 

1. Advocacy  

 

Mumta representing Europe at the First World Forum on Rights of Nature, Mexico (2016) 



Nature’s Rights  First Annual Report 9 Apr 2015 - 30 Sept 2016 15 

 

Mumta speaking at the Democracy Conference, Liverpool University 2016 

 

 

Participants at the Freiburg Forum on Environmental Governance 2016,  

Freiburg University, Germany 
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We presented our ideas by giving speeches at 33 conferences in Europe and 2 

countries internationally. This included a conference hosted at the UN in Geneva, 

the European Parliament in Strasbourg and a TEDx Conference.  

Maratonul International Bucuresti Romania (2015);  Global Ecovillage 

Conference Germany (2015);  UN Geneva OSI Conference on Rights of 

Nature Switzerland (2015);  Environmental Law Conference University 

College Cork Ireland (2015);  Brussels Model United Nations Belgium (2015) ; 

 UK Environmental Agency Legal Department Presentation UK (2015);  

 Scottish Green Party Highlands and Islands AGM UK (2015);  Scottish 

Green Party Conference UK (2015);  De Couvel Netherlands (2015);  Hands 

Over Our Forth Conference UK (2015);  International Permaculture 

Conference UK (2015);  Transition Town London UK (2015);  Third National 

Conference on Bio-law and Bio-Ethics Bulgaria (2015);  Sofia Veg Fest, 

Bulgaria (2015);  Uzana Polyana Eco Fest (Bulgaria 2015);  (Wake) Up Fest 

(Bulgaria 2015);  Târgu Mures Seminar - Romania (2015);  COP21 Paris 

(2015);  UK Environmental Law Association Debate on Financialization of 

Nature UK (2015);  Rights of Nature Conference Bulgaria (2015);  Rights of 

Nature Conference Romania (2015);  Fifth International Interdisciplinary 

Conference on Cultural History of Modernity (Bulgaria 2015);  Naturens 

Rättigheter - en idé vars tid har kommit (Sweden 2016);  Glarisegg - 

Ecovillage Design Education (2016);  Freiburg Forum on Environmental 

Governance (Freiburg University Germany- 2016);  Democracy Conference 

Liverpool University UK (2016);  First World Summit on Rights of Nature 

Mexico (2016);  Rights of Nature - Bogota University Columbia (2016);  

 Rights to Nature Conference UK (University of Cambridge - 2016);  

 European Youth Event (European Parliament Strasbourg 2016);  

 2016 Glarisegg - Ecovillage Design Education; Vredescafe Netherlands 

(2016);  TEDx Conference - UK (2016)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cg9tPPtnR7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1nZ9u2ZoIJo
http://www.pachamamaromania.ro/maratonul-international-bucuresti-2015/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GvEARF4qi6w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GvEARF4qi6w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F-vbDF6gI-g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F-vbDF6gI-g
http://www.pachamamaromania.ro/prezentarea-drepturilor-naturii-la-targu-mures/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cg9tPPtnR7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1nZ9u2ZoIJo
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2. Roșia Montană Pachamama Marathon  

   

Runners at the Rosia Montana Pachamama Marathon 

 

2008 Olympic Gold Medalist Constantina Dita] 

Held in the landmark Roșia Montană, which was listed as a UNESCO World 

Heritage candidate in 2016, the Roșia Montană Pachamama Marathon was 

a great success. The 2008 Olympic Gold Medalist, Constantina Diță, joined 

150 runners who ran with “Say YES to the Rights of Nature because Nature 

is a Living Being!” on their backs. The marathon was organised by our 

partners Pachamama Romania and our Romanian volunteers.  
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3. Rights of Nature Bike Ride 

 

Alexandru Beldiman and Irina Turcu cycling across Europe to raise awareness 

Our volunteers Alexandru Beldiman and Irina Turcu cycled across 8 countries 

to raise awareness about rights of nature and our planned European Citizens 

Initiative campaign to propose that the EU adopts rights of nature in its laws 

and policies. 
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On their journey, they connected with local communities, gave talks and 

interviews and formed invaluable partnerships with organisations such as 

Pronatura in Italy, Plan B and Umanotera in Slovenia, Door in Croatia and 

grassroots environmental movements such as Stop TTIP in Spain. 

4. On-line Communications and Social Media 

We launched a preliminary website and Facebook pages in several European 

languages - English (main site), French, Bulgarian, Swedish, Italian, Finnish, 

Dutch, Romanian. 

5. Partnerships 

Growing the movement and increasing our reach through partnerships helps 

us gain leverage. We have formed informal partnerships with the following 

organisations: 

 International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Brussels;  

 UN Harmony with Nature Department;  Global Ecovillage Network,  

 Gaia Foundation,  UK Environmental Law Association;  

Permaculture Association (UK);  Plan B (Slovenia);  Umanotera 

(Slovenia);  Ecological University of Bucharest (Romania);  Economy 

for the Common Good (Austria);  Objectif Science International 

(France);  Global Alliance for the Rights of Nature;  Circulo Entreser 

(Portugal);  World Conscious Pact (Sweden);  Pachamama Romania;  

Alpe Adria Green (Slovenia),  Plan B (Slovenia),  Umanoterra 

(Slovenia);  PIC (Slovenia);  Green Party Scotland,  Green Party UK,  

Green Party Bulgaria,  Party for the Animals and Nature (Portugal),  

Rechte der Natur Biokratie (Germany),  End Ecocide on Earth 

International;  Pachamama Foundation (Netherlands);  Stop Ecocide 

(Netherlands);  Dutch Arts Collective (Netherlands);  St Ethelburga’s 

Centre for Reconciliation and Peace (Netherlands);  RIE (Iberian 

Ecovillage Network);  Amalurra Ecovillage (Spain). 

 

https://www.facebook.com/RightsofNatureEurope/
https://www.facebook.com/droitsdelanature
https://www.facebook.com/pravanaprirodata
https://www.facebook.com/RightsofNatureEuropeSweden
https://www.facebook.com/RightsofNatureEuropeItalia
https://www.facebook.com/RoNFinland
https://www.facebook.com/RightsofNatureNL
https://www.facebook.com/Rights-of-Nature-Romania-863916967053677/
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6. Webinars 

We organised 18 monthly webinars giving participants the opportunity to 

meet experts from diverse areas of the rights of nature movement with 

experience or expertise in different aspects of our work.  

7. Publications 

We were invited to write chapters for the following books: Warrior Lawyers by 

Donald Silver Cameron; Lawyers as Changemakers by Kim J White) and Rights 

to Nature by Elia Apostolopoulou and Jose Cortes Vazquez. 

We gave interviews to the following media:  The Green Interview ; New Story 

Summit ; One People One World;   Bulgarian National TV; Bulgarian National 

Radio ; Bulgarian National Radio 2 ;  Radio92FM Croatia ;  

We also published the following articles: 

• International Permaculture Design Magazine - Rights of Nature -Why do We 

Need It? Part 1 and Part 2 re-published by Pressanza 

• Lexis PSL - The legality of extinction - How far can the Law Protect 

Endangered Species? 

• Wild law. Rights of Nature: Why do we need them? e-Law June 2016 

• Sociological World. Derechos De La Naturaleza – Entre La Escatologia 

Ecológica y la Teoría Legal 

• (2016) The EU Rights of Nature Initiative - Vegan Sustainability Magazine - 

Summer 2016. 

  

http://lawyersaschangemakers.com/
http://lawyersaschangemakers.com/
http://lawyersaschangemakers.com/
http://lawyersaschangemakers.com/
http://lawyersaschangemakers.com/
http://lawyersaschangemakers.com/
http://www.thegreeninterview.com/2014/08/30/mumta-ito/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XLglgcwXzV4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XLglgcwXzV4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HWJqao-psaI
http://www.btv.bg/video/shows/tazi-nedelia/video-sabota/za-prirodata-s-ljubov-i-osaznatost.html
http://bnr.bg/hristobotev/post/100683576/radioenciklopedia-etika-i-nauka
http://bnr.bg/hristobotev/post/100683576/radioenciklopedia-etika-i-nauka
http://bnr.bg/horizont/post/100629785/d-r-stoan-stavru-pravoto-trabva-da-delegira-prava-na-prirodata-kato-subekt
http://stream.radio92.eu:8000/
http://www.pressenza.com/2016/03/rights-nature-need-1/
http://www.pressenza.com/2016/03/rights-nature-need-2/
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Transforming our Relationship  

with Nature 

We feel that one of the key drivers of the environmental crisis is our fundamental 

disconnection from nature and from the source of life itself.  This is supported and 

entrenched by structures of law that treat nature as an object. Just as there is no 

relationship between humans and nature in law, this is reflected in our societal 

attitude.  According to systems scientist Dr Joanna Macy, there are 3 dimensions to 

social change. The first is taking action to halt the destruction. The second is the 

creation of alternatives and the third is a shift in consciousness - otherwise the 

alternatives cannot take root.  To create a world in which nature’s rights are 

respected, we need to live in deep connection with nature. This is why we focus on 

transforming our relationship with nature. 

 

Mumta and colleagues in the jungle of the Sierra Nevada in Columbia 
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Systemic constellation workshop at Amalurra Ecovillage, Spain 

Systemic Constellation Workshops 

Systemic constellations are an experiential methodology based on phenomenology 

that has a profound effect upon the participants, often bringing lasting insight and 

revealing hidden relationship dynamics in any living system so that they can be 

transformed. We have been pioneering the use of systemic constellations in relation 

to environmental issues and in healing our inner relationship with nature. 

We organised and facilitated the following Systemic Constellation workshops:  

2104 Chevron Case (Ecuador);  2015 Sarayaku case (Ecuador);  2014 

Mirador Mining Case (Ecuador);  2015 Rosia Montana Case (Romania);  

 2016 Friends of Findhorn Bay - Geese Case;  2016 Freiburg Forum 

(Freiburg University);  2014 Evolving Earth Law (Findhorn Foundation);  

 2015 WHOLE - Working Holistically on Legal Evolution (Findhorn 

Foundation);  2014 Frack Free Somerset Festival;  2014 Secret Garden Party 

Festival;  2014 Falkirk Against Unconventional Gas - anti fracking case;  

 2015 Transition Town Network (London);  2015 Global Ecovillage Network 

Conference;  2016 Findhorn Foundation Nature Group;  2014-2016 Rights 

of Nature Europe 6 team constellations 
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Systemic constellation workshop at Amalurra Ecovillage, Spain 

 

  

“I felt an expanding of 

consciousness around the 

situation. Constellations have 

enabled me to see the whole 

picture and I will be taking 

that back with me to the 

campaign.” 

Jamie MacKenzie Hamilton 

Falkirk Communities Against 

Unconventional Gas,  

FAUG (UK) 
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Other Workshops 

We organised the following other workshops with a nature reconnection focus:  

 Presentation at School no. 193, sector 6 Romania (Nature is a Living Being - 

2014);  Ecopsychology workshop Bucharest - Rights of Nature and 

Consumer Psychology (2014);  Presentation at School no. 193, sector 6 

Romania (2015) - what nature means to children;  Workshop on 

Environmental Peace - Netherlands (2015);  Workshop at Freiburg University 

- Freiburg Forum on Environmental Governance. 

 

MA students at Nature’s Rights workshop at the Freiburg Forum on Environmental Governance,  

Freiburg University, Germany 

 

https://vimeo.com/33646404
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MA students at Nature’s Rights workshop at the Freiburg Forum on Environmental Governance,  

Freiburg University, Germany 

Natural People 

 

Mumta and Mamo Lwntana meeting in Columbia 
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Mumta at a meeting with the University of Ancestral Wisdom in Columbia. 

Fortunately, there are still people in this world who have grown up away from 

modern society and who have a profound experiential knowledge of, and connection 

to, the earth. We feel it is important to learn from them and pass on their wisdom to 

all who will receive it before it is too late. 

We have formed a partnership with the University of Ancestral Wisdom in 

Columbia providing training courses and sharing the wisdom of their indigenous 

people. Our Founder met with Mamo Lwntana Nacoggi from the Kogi tribe of the 

Sierra Nevada, Colombia. This is a tribe that has only recently made contact with 

modern civilisation. Mamo Lwntana has created a unique training programme 

designed for people brought up in the modern world to go through a process of 

reverting back to being a “natural person”, in harmony with nature within and without 

and at ease with all of life. The process is conducted in nature by attuning to nature 

in a guided and safe way. It is a rare opportunity to learn from someone who has 

grown up in close connection and harmony with nature and we are working with him 

to adapt this training programme for Europe.  
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IMPACT STORY 1 
Rodrigue Gehot – Intern 

 
“What is the best way to gain knowledge except from Nature itself?” 

My path crossed with Nature’s Rights in 2015. What followed can only be described 

as the beginnings of a profound inner transformative process. While still ongoing, 

this process has led to a deep feeling of connectedness with nature and an eagerness 

to learn all that which nature has to teach us. The deep realisation of 

interconnectedness with nature has, for me, become a tool with which to question 

the boundaries and categories that the 

intellectual brain operates with.  

Curious, I set off to meet Mumta and to 

spend a couple of weeks in the spiritual 

community and eco-village that is Findhorn - 

situated in the stunning Scottish Highlands. 

While there, I attended a Permaculture 

course and experienced the energy of a 

loving, compassionate and connected com-

munity. The magic of Findhorn provided the 

ideal setting for creative expression & gave 

birth to my vision to create a University of 

Nature project.  

Revitalised and inspired, I returned to setup 

my own Permaculture community project in 

my home town in Ottignies, Belgium - which 

has been met with immense enthusiasm - 

and to ponder on the future of education. 

Rodrigue Gehot with Mumta Ito at a team 

meeting by the Findhorn River, Scotland 
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Rodrigue Gehot explaining our work and the University of Nature at a gathering in Brussels 

I started to envision creating a University of Nature which stands in stark contrast to 

the traditional academic system. It cultivates principles of holism and living in 

harmony with nature. It integrates the intellectual mind with the experiential, to 

regenerate a conscious society with individuals deeply connected to nature. I feel 

that it is my mission in life to bring this approach into society. 
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IMPACT STORY 2 
Irina Turcu - Volunteer 

 

Our bike ride adventures 

 

Irina Turcu on Rights of Nature Bike Ride (2016) 

Being in the Rights of Nature Bike Ride with Alexandru Beldiman this past year was 

a life-changing experience for me. The wonder of living and traveling so close to 

nature in its so many different forms of expression (from desert to pristine natural 

reservations, from small ponds to the vast sea), the number of lives we could touch 

and inspire or get inspiration from, the kindness of people we met on the road, the 

providence (I think all travellers know what I mean), the I-want-that-too-in-my-life 

feeling we got from people that were living the harmony with nature on a personal 

level and the braveness and perseverance of people who were engaged in making a 

change at a collective level - these are just a few of the joys and gifts such a journey 

can provide.  
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And it is true what I hear people say - that in the end you are only left with the good 

memories, and you end up laughing about the hard or darker times (the “when we 

got stuck on the highway in the middle of the night, or when we climbed up the wrong 

mountain and we had to get down and climb up again in another direction” kind of 

times). You are left with all the good stuff and more, because now you know a lot of 

people all over Europe (or the world, if you decide for a bigger tour) and you see the 

rights of nature movement and network growing and expanding like a flower. My 

heart was jumping each time we received a positive answer from an organisation, an 

answer that they would like to meet us and hear our message, like Pro Natura did in 

Italy or Connecta Natura in Spain. And with each new connection that we made, at 

least three more were appearing. And so we held a presentation at Casa Verde in 

Barcelona, just to end up being invited to spend the next night at their ecovillage 

(Lung Ta, a wonderful eco- community in the heart of the Pyrenees; and yes, they 

have a lot of horses to amaze horse-lovers like me :D).  

 

Irina Turcu on the road - Rights of Nature Bike Ride (2006) 

I truly encourage everyone to be an activist on wheels (or feet, or whatever 

transportation you may choose). It’s a life enriching experience for both us activists 

and the world. And you might also get the extra bonus of seeing the ideas that you 

preach included in a report addressed to the European Parliament. Or get to meet the 

http://www.pro-natura.it/
http://connectanatura.org/
https://www.casaverdebcn.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lung.ta.127
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President of each country in person and influence their decisions (which is on our wish 

list).There’s so much more that could be done and I think there is no limit to the ways 

in which we can raise awareness about the ideas we truly love and believe in. 

 

Irina Turco and fellow cyclist Alexandru Beldiman outside the UN building in Geneva during the Rights of 

Nature Bike Ride (2016) with our old logo 
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IMPACT STORY 3 
Alexandra Popescu 13 years old - young supporter 

 

 
Inter-generational runners lined up at the start of the Rosia Montana Pachamama Marathon (2016)] 

Hello everyone supporting Nature! My name is Alexandra, I am 13 years old and I 

love running, it makes me feel free. In the past 3 years I have been to more than 100 

running competitions but I can honestly say, there is no place like the "Roșia Montană 

Marathon". 
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Constantina Diță - Special guest participant, Olympic gold medalist and Alexandra Popescu,  

1st place her group age Rosia Montana Marathon, 2016) 

I promote this event amongst my runner friends as I want them all to experience the 

level of peace, serenity and clear-mindedness that I know nature's beauty can bring. 

As soon as you feel that sensation, you also feel an instinctive desire to protect this 

much beauty. I know little about laws but I know that every living being needs to be 

protected by them and that is why I will run this year under the motto "Nature is a 

living Being" and I hope that many of you will support Nature's Rights". - Alexandra 

Popescu  
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THOUGHT LEADERSHIP 
 

Why Rights of Nature? 

In the last 40 years alone - the time from which the first modern environmental laws 

were established - we’ve halved the populations of all species, climate change is upon 

us and the world’s ecosystems are collapsing. One of the key reasons this is 

happening is because our laws, designed to sustain economic growth that is coupled 

with the destruction of nature, legitimise it. Our Founder, Mumta Ito, explains in her 

TEDx Talk why and how rights of nature change the game.  

In birthing a new paradigm and transforming entrenched mind-sets, thought 

leadership is essential. We have approached this by speaking at conferences, 

contributing chapters to books, working with organisations to include rights of 

nature in their policies and writing articles. So far a lot of the advocacy and writing 

on rights of nature has happened within indigenous cultural perspectives. We have 

developed and reframed this thinking for a modern audience, demonstrating 

through legal innovations such as our Draft EU Directive that rights of nature is a 

game changing approach relevant to everyone - and an idea whose time has come. 

   

“Rights of nature 

challenges us to think 

outside the current 

framework”. 

Jonathan Robinson 

Executive Director of 

Resources and Legal 

Services (UK 

Environment Agency) 

"To my sense, Nature's 

Rights is addressing the 

root causes of environ-

mental destruction... Until 

our mindsets have 

fundamentally changed, 

enshrining the law of 

nature in the law of men is 

a great step in the right 

direction" 

Vincent de Brouwer 

Executive Director 

Greenpeace Belgium 

“This work is timely - 

without the rights of 

nature the rights of 

humans cannot be 

sustained” 

Satish Kumar 

Author, Editor of 

Resurgence Magazine 

and Vice President, 

RSPCA 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1nZ9u2ZoIJo
http://www.natures-rights.org/ECI-DraftDirective-Draft.pdf
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The diagram below is the usual model for sustainability. The problem with this model 

is that it assumes that each circle can exist independently of the others. In reality the 

only one that can exist without the others - is nature. The diagram on the right is 

therefore more accurate. It shows a natural hierarchy of systems because without 

nature there are no people and without people there is no economy.  

This then leads to a natural hierarchy of rights with nature’s rights as our most 

fundamental rights because our life depends on it, then human rights as a subsystem 

of nature’s rights - and then property or corporate rights as a subsystem of human 

rights. In the model on the right, the rights are in service of each other rather than in 

conflict - working synergistically to protect the integrity of the whole. In this model 

human activities have to be beneficial for humans as well as nature – nothing else is 

viable in the long run. Rights of nature and its underlying philosophy of Earth 

Jurisprudence are creating the fundamental legal framework for this to happen. 
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Creating Change 

   

We contributed chapters to 2 books that feature our Founder Mumta Ito as an 

innovative changemaker in the field of law: 

1) Warrior Lawyers - a book that documents courageous lawyers pioneering 

innovative approaches to protecting our planet and accompanies a 

documentary film in production - Green Rights; and  

2) Lawyers as Changemakers, published by the American Bar Association which 

tracks the emerging Integrative Law movement. As stated in the book, 

“Integrative lawyers are the harbingers of a new cultural consciousness and 

are leaders in social evolution. Integrative Law isn't just an approach to legal 

procedures. It has to do with a fundamental shift in world-view, an expansion 

of what we think is possible.” 

In addition to being interviewed for the documentary film Green Rights, our Founder 

was also interviewed for and featured in the documentary film A New Story For 

Humanity produced at the UN-Habitat Best Practice Designation Findhorn Ecovillage. 

Furthermore, we have published articles and our team members have been 

interviewed on national TV and radio in Bulgaria and Croatia as detailed in the section 

on Awareness Raising.  
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ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL 
MANAGEMENT 

Summary 

In our first 18 months we received a total of £7155.69 in donations and made a total 

of £1731 in payments towards fulfilment of our charitable objectives. Our 

overwhelming success during our first period is therefore due to the huge amount 

of in-kind professional services and volunteer time that we were able to attract to 

our cause. These amounted to in-kind professional services of £289,950 and 

volunteer time of £270,000. This is excluding more complex running costs of power, 

office supplies, travel costs and so on that were donated during the course of 

providing the in-kind and volunteer services. Due to the generosity of our trustees 

and volunteers covering their own costs privately, the charity has incurred no 

administrative costs during this period. Due to the small amounts of cash involved, 

our reserve for this period of £5424.69 is carried into the next period as working 

capital. Our charity currently owns no assets and has incurred no liabilities. 

 

For further details see our Accounts.  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0Bzb6PdMZrrcbdDdFdzRnZzZYb0k
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Strategy Information 

Under the guidance of organisational coach Gil Hilyard of Leaders Lab, we underwent 

a co-creative team process to articulate a 2016-2020 Strategy and create sub-

strategies for Communications, Fundraising and the European Citizens Initiative 

project. With the interest in and demand for our work exceeding expectations all of 

our efforts have gone directly into achieving the goals set our in our Strategy.  

As a start up charity with very little funding our focus in these 18 months has been 

on achieving our goals through procuring in-kind and volunteer services. Whist this 

has enabled us to get off the ground very quickly, we are aware that in due course 

our charity will need to raise funds in order to hire a core team to manage and grow 

the organisation sustainably. 

Breakdown of In-Kind Professional Services  

Mumta Ito 

• Legal innovation, Draft Directive - (30 days, 6hrs/day @£300per 

hour);  

• Legal research; Advising orgs on law and policy, attending 

meetings etc (10 days@£300 per day);  

• Public Speaking - 16 events@£1000 per conference;  

• Writing@£350 per 1000 words; 

• Designing and facilitating systemic constellation workshops 

(@£600 per day);  

• Full time role of CEO and Managing Director (in-kind) - 18 

months@ £60,000p/a 

Colin Robertson 
• Legal innovation - drafting and research - Draft Directive (30 

days@£300 per hour/6hrs per day 

Satyadasa 
• Legal advice (Frome), drafting (by-law), attending meetings, 

research 20 days@£500per day 

Michele Perrin 

Taillat 

• Legal research, translation and drafting- Draft Directive 30 

days@£300 per day 

Gil Hileard • Organisational Coaching - 8 x90 session package@£6,500+VAT 

Arian 

Nooshabadi 
• Legal - First Draft UK Bill 10days@£300 per day 

Vania 

Flaccomio 
• Video editing and filming 10 days @ £300 per day 

https://docs.google.com/drawings/d/1Gl_CV6c6g2Iw-rUPsYUNsfdYZFH1_cUkgj0K6nbj2rE/edit?usp=sharing
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Richard Warrell 
• Media - copywriting; initial campaign concept for ECI - 5 

days@£250 per day 

Diana Cocoru • Part time management role - 2 hrs/day 5 mths@£1200pcm 

Akhshy 

Thiagarajan 

• Media - social media strategy and co-ordination 2hrs/day 5 mths 

@£600 per month 

Morena Rizzo • Fundraising strategy and advice 5 days@£250 per day 

Sarah Crawford 
• Media - copywriting, comms strategy, website structure 10 

days@£250 per day 
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LOOKING FORWARD 

Nature’s Rights has made an excellent start. During the next period we intend to build 

on this success as we continue to strengthen our network of organisational partners 

and experts, consolidate our work, further our Draft EU Directive and develop other 

legislative proposals, continue to prepare the ground for launching our European 

Citizens Initiative for Rights of Nature and other initiatives, build our communications 

tools, refine our strategy and intensify our fundraising efforts. In our first period, we 

have accomplished our goals through in-kind professional services and volunteer 

time and with no paid staff - which is testimony to the huge dedication and support 

that exists for our organisation. However, with our rapid organisational growth, 

hiring a core team to coordinate partner and volunteer activities and to deliver our 

core activities is becoming increasingly necessary in order to ensure continued and 

sustainable success. 

We need your help... 

As the only registered charity in Europe with this mission, you can rest assured that 

the money that we receive will be used directly to establish rights of nature in law 

and policy, raise awareness and to provide workshops that transform our inner and 

outer relationship with nature. Make our in-kind services and volunteer time go 

further with your donation. Every organisation needs not 

just goodwill but also money in order to operate. Fund our 

work today and become part of our growing international 

movement.  

Donation link: https://givey.com/naturesrights  

If you make your donation a monthly recurring payment, it 

will help us to plan ahead. If you are a UK tax-payer, Gift Aid 

increases the value of your charity donations by 25%, 

because as a charity we can reclaim the basic rate of tax on 

your gift at no extra cost to you.   

“For me rights of nature 

are fundamental to a 

sustainable life. I believe 

that the passion the 

team has will bring 

about significant 

positive change.” 

Roger Ross 

Lots Road Auction 

House, Owner 

https://givey.com/naturesrights
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Unable to donate?  

You can still make an impact in 3 significant ways: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Please take a few 

minutes to subscribe to 

our mailing list and 

Facebook page and 

spread news of our work 

in your network and 

among friends: 

www.facebook.com/Na

turesRights 

 

Do you have specific 

skills & time to dedicate 

to supporting Nature’s 

Rights? 

Get in touch with us at 

contact@natures-

rights.org to find out 

about volunteering 

opportunities and in-kind 

professional services 

donations. 

Join our network of 

organisations and 

experts by e-mailing us 

at: contact@natures-

rights.org 

 

1 2 3 

http://www.facebook.com/NaturesRights
http://www.facebook.com/NaturesRights
mailto:contact@natures-rights.org
mailto:contact@natures-rights.org
mailto:contact@natures-rights.org
mailto:contact@natures-rights.org
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Heartfelt thanks... 

to all of those who provided: 

● in-kind professional services 

● volunteer time 

● donations 

in our first 18 months. 

Without you this work would not be possible! 

We are nature - and together we are the change. 

 

 

“Never doubt that a small 

group of thoughtful, 

committed citizens can change 

the world; indeed, it's the 

only thing that ever has.” 

 

Margaret Mead 


